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MAGICAL AND MEDICINAL NAMES

In the following examples we shall see how the names given to
the leaves bear a relationship to their inherent curative qualities and
virtues, reflecting a similar “name-to-result” system that can be found
in other cultures. However, sometimes verbal links seem to be based
more on magical reasoning than on direct medical/physical results.

In the formula for good luck, awure oriire, classified in the odu
ogunda soriire, ogunda-has-good-luck, one must grind ewé aworéré
(CoLA MILLENI, Sterculiaceae), ew€ réré (TRICHILIA MONADELPHA, Melia-
ceae), ewé ori (VITEX DONIANA, Verbenaceae), mix them with soap ose,
wash one’s head with the resulting mixture and pronounce the following
Incantation, so rich in assonances that I have shown them in bold type.

Aworéré, je ki n se orfire.

Ewé réré, j¢ ki n se ordire.

Ogiindi sorfire 16 ni ki n se oriire.

Ori rere ni t’émi.

Leaf of aworeéré let me have good luck.
Reéré leaf, let me have good luck.

Ogénda’—has—good—luck said that I too should have good luck.
Good luck is mine.

The odu ogunda ogbe is also called ogiinda egbo (dginda-
wound-of-knife) within which is classified oogiin egho ogbé, the
recipe to cure knife wound. This uses ewé pogbé poghé, leaf -killer (of
pain) of-knife-wound (CYATHULA PROSTRATA, Amaranthaceae). The
same leaf is used to cure narun (crawcraw), according to Burkill®.
Formula 78 deals with knife wounds and uses the incantation:
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422 (2121) Idabobo I6wo afose Oyékii méji, 2
Ewé pérégun
Ewé awerepére
Eweé apasa apese
Ose dudu
A 6 giin won, a 6 sd won, a 6 si jo won. A 6 wd te awon odu ifd mérin akoko,
pélii oringiin méji. A 6 pd 6 mg ose dudi a 6 maa fi wé tabi ki a fi sin ghére
si ara (A ko gbogho je € ti a 6 b ¢ ki awon ogun daadaa ti a se sdra baje).
Igi pépepepe
Igi pasepase
O ni dun ni won 1 pé ni pérégun
Perégun elépe
Pépé fun mi nigba yii o pérégin elépe
Awere pépé ifa ni ¢ pelépé fun wa awerepére.
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422 (2121) Protection from curses

Leaf of DRACAENA FRAGRANS, Agavaceae
Leaf of SPILANTHES FILICAULIS, Compositae
Unidentified leaf
Black soap
Pound, dry in the sun, sift. Draw the first four odi and ortingtin méji.
Mix with black soap and use it to wash, or make incisions on the body
and rub the preparation into them (not to be eaten, otherwise the other
preparations you have made will cease to work).
“The tree kills curses
The tree kills all evil spells
He said it is what they call pérégiin
Peregun the master of curses
Help me destroy all curses in my life, pérégun master of curses
Awere pepe ifa will kill the person who says the curse.’



VITEX DONIANA, Verbenaceae
Ori, ori nld or orl odan

A, flower. B, fruit.
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